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such documents, particulars or information relating to the appeal as the appellant considers necessary or
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may include publication on the ALAB website

Please forward completed form to: Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board, Kilminchy Court, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. Tel: (057) 8631912 Emall: info@alab.ig



Irish fish producers’ organisation

IFPO

To ALAB
Kilminchy Court
Portlaoise

Co Laois
25/11/2109

RE: Appeal to ALAB to uphold the Ministers decision not to grant Aquaculture Licences to
Donegal Oceandeep Oysters Ltd for sites T12 397A, T12 397B, T12 397C at Loughrosmore
Estuary, Ardara Co Donegal.

Dear Chair and Board of ALAB.

We note from your website this morn that Donegal Oceandeep Oysters Ltd has appealed the Ministers
decision not to licence the above sites. We note with interest that Donegal Oceandeep is of the misguided
view that it can in some way declare that draft net fishing has ceased in Loughrosmore estuary and should
be replaced by oyster farming.

This is only a temporary closure order for conservation reasons. We have supplied all the relevant
material in our previous observations during the public consultation phase to DAFM and in particular the
maps showing the established draft net fishery. Inland Fisheries Ireland has also done the same and should
be contained in the Ministers file on this issue. Ocean Deep is well aware of this and knows too well that
the erection of any trestles would signal the end of Draft net fishery for salmon. This was one of the nine
reasons that Oceandeep Oysters was denied access to this estuary to cultivate oysters by DAFM.

The Owenea and Owentocker salmon fisheries are important recreational and commercial salmon
fisheries. The Loughrosmore draft net fishery is issued six special local draft net licences by IFI on a
seasonal basis employing 36 people for the summer period. This has been the practice since 1860. The
sites now under appeal fall within the main draft net fishery and cannot be licensed for that reason, as the
draft net fishery and associated jobs would be lost. The existence of the Draft net fishery is recognised in
the Marine Institutes updated Appropriate Assessment.
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Irish fish producers’ organisation

IFPO

The Irish Fish Producers Organisation will not support the licensing of any aquaculture sites that impede
in any way the draft net fishery in Loughrosmore Estuary and appeal to the board of ALAB to uphold the
minister’s decision not to grant these licences. Oyster Cultivation and draftnetting for salmon cannot co-
exist in the same area.

It is also worth noting that the Public sewer is flowing raw into Loughrosmore Estuary which makes it
totally unsuitable for the cultivation of Oysters. This has been the case for 20 years. A full audit and up to
date overview of the system needs to be established by ALAB from the Donegal CoCo.

It is also worth noting that one of the access roads identified at Derryness by Donegal Oceandeep in its

application is not a public road and belongs to Mr Joe Boyle of Tullycleave, Ardara. This road cannot be
used by Donegal Oceandeep. This was made clear during the public consultation process.

Kind regard§
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